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FRANCIS ANNE SLEV, Eq. M P. 


SIR, 


AILoUdn the ſubject on which I have 
the honor of addreſſing you, is no other way 
connected with Foliticks, than deſigning the 
good of every one, yet, as it is become faſhion- 
able to interpret almoſt every thing that is writ- 
ten for the Public, in the Spirit of Party, I find it 
neceſſary, for the ſake of defending this ſmall 
compoſition from unfair repreſentation, to de- 
clare, in the moſt open manner, that no motive 
whatever, but the importance of the enquiry 
a influenced wy mind: to the preſent under- 
| _ taking. 
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taking. could with much earneſtneſs have 

wiſhed that ſome perſon of better abilities, and 
of adequate importance, had given it a ſerious 
thought: but ſince I am diſappointed in that 
defire, it is not the apprehenſion of reproof, for 
N interfering in a matter that I may be conſidered 
as incompetent to, or at any rate but very lit- 
tle intereſted in, that is ſufficient to diſcourage 
me from the attempt. And without affecting 
too much diffidence on the one hand, or betray- 
ing too much vanity on the other, I may be al- 
lowed to expreſs a hope that in the courſe of 
this letter, I may drop a few hints, which pro- 
bably may deſerve the attention, and undergo 
the improvement, of ſuch as are e qualified to give 
them e 6 


0 muſt not proceed, Sir, without adding . 
reaſon for making uſe of your name in the pre- 
ſent inſtance: £ 


At ft, I intended to have addreſſed myſelf 
to the Legiſlative Body at large, but it occurred 
to me afterward, that to ſelect a reſpectable 
member out of that aſſembly, and expreſsly di- 
rect it to him, would better engage attention, 
and be more likely to promote the object i in- 
. tended, 


10 


REF than to offer it in a more diffuſe man- 
ner: Here give me leaye, to make a ſhort apa 
trophe, that I may hold up as an example to 
others, the Electors of that Borough, which you 
have ſo long repreſented, without once waver- 
ing in your political integrity; I am well in- 
formed that even thoſe, who differ from you, 
on points where unanimity is not to be ex 
peCted, however it may be deſired, are cordial 
in their teſtimonies, that your ſenatorial conduct 
is the reſult of honeſt principle, and firm con- 
viction; and finding in you, ſecurity ſuch as 
this, they do not heſitate nearly with one heart, 
and with one voice, to ſend you to re 
in the moſt eaſy and handſome manner.— 

cuſe this digreſſion, and I will not longer 4 
to ſtate the more immediate buſineſs of _ | 
addreſs. N LD . 


| During the late ſcarcity of proviſions, from 
which we are but very gradually recovering, 
among other cauſes I contemplated on the ex- 
ceſſiye number of Dogs which are kept by all 
deſcriptions of people, wa among thoſe, a great 

proportion are either maintained by the poor; 
or, what is more probable, are all but ſtarved, 
throu gh the indigence, and the cruelty, of their 
: 5 5 owners! 
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A 
owners! The fidelity, docility, and great MW 
affection for which dogs are diſtinguiſhed, en- 55 
title them, I muſt remark, to far different uſage. 

Every one knows, with what vigilance and 

courage, they guard our perſons, and property; 

they ſport for birds, and other game, to feed 

us, and are enemies to the brutes which annoy 
us, and they have been known to reſcue man, 

- when in the very act, of ſinking into a watery 

grave. Among the Romans, and with the 

1- | Greeks before them, their fleſh was accounted 

| | as excellent food, as it now is, in many parts 

of Africa, and China ; and in our own country 

their ſkins ſerve for divers manufactures, of or- 

nament, as well as uſe :—fo that, ſetting huma- 

nity aſide, gratitude ſhould determine, on. ſome 

regulations for their better pxoviſion :—but 

although the ſervices of the Dog are various, 

| | as I have repreſented, ſtill, protection, and 

fport, will be found, to be the main reaſons 

why ſo many are kept: with reſpect to the 

Poorer claſſes of the community, who have very 

little, and fome ſcarcely any thing to protect, 

they will not urge their neceſlity of ſupporting a 
Dog on account of the firſt, and for the ſame | 

reaſons, can make but ſorry. pretenſions to the 


Je! ; if then it is, that neither for the ſake of 
protection 
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protection, nor of ſport, that theſe people 
keep their Dogs, I am deſirous of knowing 
any other ſatisfactory one, why ſo many are 
found among them, and ſuffered to prowl about 
the ſtreets, full of diſeaſe, and full of hunger! but it 
may be ſaid that as there is no law to forbid this 
barbarity, they have therefore a right to indulge 
themſelves in it: — for it is but too notorious, in 
this, as well as in a thouſand other inſtances, 
that, in defiance of every reaſonable and merci- 
ful conſideration, the poor are of all people the 
moſt rigid to exact their demands, while, they 
are the very foremoſt to vociferate againſt 
others, for appearing to act in, the ſame manner. 
They further evince a peculiar tyranny of tem- 
per, in their ſavage correction of ſuch animals 
as are entruſted to their care, particularly of 
horſes; they delight in barbarous ſports, and 
their very children take pleaſure in torturing 
dumb creatures! It is not, God knows, to 
offend the poor, becauſe they are poor, that I 
have made theſe painful remarks, but to ſilence 
ſuch accuſations as theſe, that are made with 
too much truth, againſt the majority of them, 
that I avail myſelf of every opportunity of cir- 
culating this friendly hint, that by more becom- 
ing and humane manners, they may induce 
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their friends, and well wiſhers, to plead in pri: 
vate, as well as in public, with fewer objeCtions; 
and much better ſucceſs in the delightful cauſe 
of charity! But although, unfortunately, there 
is no law at preſent to hinder them from 
flarving Dogs, ſtill the guardians, and over- 
ſeers of pariſhes, moſt aſſuredly, have oppor- 
tunities of lefſening this evil, by curtailing 
their aid to all ſuch, as pretend themſelves 
equal to the expences of a Dog: but effectu- 


ally to remedy it, e dl more muſt be 


done. 
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of taxation, in the preſent hoes of 
the country, even the very mention requires an 
apology :—but when it is only offered; by way 
of ſubſtitute for others, more objectionable, and 


leſs productive, I can have very little heſitation, 


Sir, in cordially propoſing it for your ſerious at- 


. tention, and earneſt endeavours. That ſuch a 


tax is as practicable as any other, cannot admit 
of the ſmalleſt doubt; ſince every perſon might 
be required to enter his dog on the ſame liſt, 
and under the ſame regulations, as he would 
his horſe, or otherwiſe to take- out a licence for 
keeping it, in the ſame way, as he is now called 


. to do, for the uſe of hair powder: and 
every 


| 9 ) 
every dog thus licenced, ſhould haye a num- 
bered collar. placed around his neck ; and ſuch 
as were found at large without this badge of 
diſtinction, ſhould either be deſtroyed, or elſe 
detained, for the purpoſe of tracing its. owner, 
to. fine or puniſhment ;—A tax on Dogs has 
long been eſtabliſhed in the Iſle of Man, in- 
deed, that, and another on Publicans, conſtitute 
the whole of its domeſtic taxation.“ Sporting 
Dogs are rated i in much greater proportion than 
common ones ; . but the contrary of this, to ob- 
viate the evils I have already complained of, 


and more ſerious ones I have yet to mention, 
ſhould be adopted here. ; 


| It may not. be amiſs, in this place, to give 
ſome probable conjecture of what are the pre- 
ſent number of dogs in this country, with a 
view of aſcertaining, in ſome degree, what 
would be the annual produce of a ſmall impoſt 
on each :  ſuppoling then, that we fix the num- 
ber of people in Kingland, at eight millions, and 
if we may be allowed to calculate the number 
of houſes, by the number of people, and give 
five people to every houſe, it would make the 
number of houſes to be one million ſix hundred 


„Vid. Robertſon's Tour through the Iſle of Man. 
B tmhouſand 
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thouſand! If then, this ſtatement be admitted 
as a fair one, the next object will be to make 
ſome eſtimate of the number of dogs, by the 
number of houſes: that there are many houſes 
in every city, town, and village, without even 
0 one of theſe animals to each, is a fact moſt rea- 
dily to be allowed: but when the Greyhounds, 
Fox Hounds, Terriers, and Sporting, Dogs of 
every deſcription, which are kept in iy Pro- 
fuſion all over the kingdom, are taken into 
| the account, it does not appear as very impro- 
i bable, that if the aggregate co ollection of Dogs 
were equally apportioned, that there would, be 
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" "You will perceive), Sir, that [ have ventured 
on this point rather hypothetically, and cannot. 
| therefore pretend to draw any certain concluſion 
1 from it; but if T have not wandered, in this 
bn particular, very far from truth, and the calcu- 
lation is ehe 53 reaſonable, the number 
Ss | of dogs, would, in that caſe, plainly amount 
Wo to as many as the number of houſes : and if we 
F | afford to every dog, large and ſmall together, 
. 


ſixpence a week ror bis 8000 it would amount, 
in the whole, to the yearly ſum of two millions, 
it and eighty thouſand pounds, an income not 
1 5 | very 
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very much exceeded in the abſolute expenditure 
for the maintenance of all the Parochial Poor 
of England ! And if only five ſhillings were le- 
vied on each dog, ſuppoſing the preſent number 
to be ſtill tanks, it would produce the enor- 


mous annual revenue of Four Hundred Thou and 


Pounds! But admitting, for the ſake of argu- 


ment, that only one half of this income was 


collected, or, if you pleaſe, only one half of 
that, which would be a hundred thouſand 
pounds annually, ſurely, it would well anſwer 
the J of taxation. | 


Tn this abatement from the Gael ſum, I 
have conſidered a probable reduction in the 
number of dogs, from the effect of the tax, as 
alſo the different expences of collecting it. 

Shepherds likewiſe, wy ſome few others for 
whom the neceſſity of keeping each a dog, and 


whoſe inability of paying the tax appeared, 


are unqueſtionably exempted in this deduction, 


Neither is it expetted from thoſe, 2 might 
chuſe to retain their packs, that they mould | 
pay five ſhillings for each ;, that would be unrea- 
ſongble ; ſuch perſons ought only to be charged, 
by the dozen, or the ſcore; and the cheapneſs 
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of the rate ſhould be in pro portion to their 8 
quaptum of dogs. 


It would very much grieve me, Sir, if his 
tax were immediately put in force, to find, that it 
produced any thing like the ſum I firſt men- 
tioned, becauſe it would ſtrongly diſappoint 
the greater good I have in view, which is very 
confiderably to diminiſh the preſent ſwarm of dogs! 
I ſhould then lament, that a ſeverer duty had 
not, in the firſt inſtance, taken place, which 
might have prevented the poorer ſort of people 


from acceding to it, and conſequently have 


ſaved thoſe pitiable animals from falling into 
the hands of ſuch bad maſters ; and the public 
from the various annoyances, and hazards, in- 


ſeparable from the un-regulated and perilous 


condition of ſo many thouſand * as are 
* let looſe upon them! 

; „ But, Sir, if I have hitherto failed to offer rea- 
ſons ſufficiently ſtriking to engage your endea- 
yours in favour of this complaint, I have an 
argument, yet to produce, and I am very ſure 
that it muſt impreſs you with the moſt ſerious 
concern. 


"The Hydrophobia or tendble effect of the 
| bite 


1 

bite of a mad dog, is deplorable beyond de- 
ſcription There has been, only within a few 
weeks paſt, a fatal inſtance of this malady in a 
child, very near the ſpot you repreſent; and ano» 
ther may yet be expected; (ſuch doleful appre- 
henſions, from accounts, lately given, may ſtill 
be extended to ſeveral perſons in other parts of 
the country) you are not therefore ignorant, of 
the alarm is has but too reaſonably created. 
Very much to the credit of. your Brother, the 
Mayor, he did every thing that could be done, 
to ſtop the progreſs of this moſt direful conta- 
gion; and by effectually calling on the inha- 
bitants at this interval, to confine their dogs, 
he has at once diſtinguiſhed his humanity as a 
man, and his prudence as a magiſtrate. 


But to the interpoſition of the Legi/ator, and 
not to the Magiſtrate, muſt the publick look up, 
for what protection can be given againſt ſuch 
melancholy attacks; and this he can do in no 
other way than by reducing the cauſes, and the 
immenſe number of dogs is obviouſly the . 
terial one of all, and next to that, is the Sad and 
unwholeſome treatment they moſtly undergo. 

As a tax, therefore, would very clearly leſ- 
ſen the firſt, and be frriking at the very root of 

„ this 
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this miſchief ; it would at the ſame time, inſure 
us in a very eminent degree, from the dangers 
of the laſt; as it would imply in thoſe who 
yielded to it, both an ability, and a diſpoſition, 
fitly to provide for the animal: and in pro- 
portion as the malady itſelf is to be dreaded, 
every poſlible ſecurity againſt the danger of it 
ſhould be attempted. 


Among the multitude of curs of every ſize 
to be met with in the ſtreets, frequently bark- 
ing, and ſometimes eager to bite the paſſenger ; 
thiot to dwell on ſuch unpleaſant interruptions 
in themſelves) it would be no comfortable in- 
formation to be told, that there was even a 
ſuſpicion of madneſs in the animal which had 
ſucceeded in his attempt! Such a circumſtance 
would be ſufficient to crowd the mind with 

endlefs fears, and prey on the nerves for life! 
The very approach of a dog, eſpecially a 
ſtrange one, at the ſeaſon of*the year, when 
moſt liable to be infected, is no way to be de- 
ſired, nor can it be conſidered as a ſafe predica- 
ment, to fall in the way of fuch, as under the 
appearances of thirſt, and fatigue, refemble in 
ſome reſpects, thoſe who are afflicted with this 
formidable difeaſe, for ſhould one of this de- 
ſcription, from {urlincſs of NT" only, lace- 

* rate 
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rate the perſon who was paſſing by, he could 
not be diverted from the apprehenſion, that at 
that very moment he might have been i inocu- 
lated with the diſeaſe, and all the conſequent 
horrors of it ; the ſuſpicion of which would be 
ſufficient to hurry him to ſeck for thoſe painful 
remedies, which different theoriſts have propoſed 
for the cure ; but theſe points ſhall be reſerved 
for my appendix & to this letter. 
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I will rather hes intreat, and conjure you, 
in the name, and on the account; of your fellow 
creatures, that you will exerciſe the truſt con- 
fided 1 in you: as a ſenator, to remedy, by every 


964444 


means in your 1 this diſmal complaint. 50 


The WEL will have the thanks, _ 
bleſſings of thouſands , by taking one half of the. 
pains to inflict a tax. on dogs, for the comfort 
and protection of the ſubject. which he has 
already done for the preſervation of a few birds 
and hares from the hands of the Poacher for 
if the one ought to done, in every view of 
the ſubject, the other ought not to be left 
undone ! and in the conviction of what is 
both right and proper, I have the moſt ſanguine 
confidence that you will not delay to introduce. 
ſo important a topic for the determination of 

| | | the 


TE 
the Commons. Fearing that I may - have dwelt 


too long on a ſubject, 1 wanted very little 
more than its own juſtice and humanity to 


recommend it; I ſhall aſk the indulgence 
of a ſhort peroration, and will then add no 


more. 


The objects of this letter, you will clearly 
diſcern are the advantages of the poor, without 
any ſhadow of injury to the rich; the 4ea/t/ 
and comfort of the dog animal, the protection 


of the publick at large; 55 and, laſt of all, the in- 


creaſe of ſtate revenue; but, I muſt be free to 
confeſs, that. this laſt conſideration, was on! ly fc ſo 
far in my view, as it might occupy the place of 


ſome other duty. It cannot be alledged againſt 


me, that in any part of this letter, I have ſtrayed 


from the deſigns of it, to gratify any improper 
temper. What I have written, equally regards 
the convenience and the ſafety of all men, and 


of all parties. Of the latter, I, have at no time 
intentionally provoked the reſen tment, neither 


have I ſolicited the favors of either ; but ſtand 


independent of. the ſmalleſt obligation to both. 


Beauties are to be ſeen in the meaſures of ad- 
miniſtration, as well as in thoſe of oppoſition ; | 


deformities are : viſible i in both. 


On 
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in) 


On the com parative excellence of different 
Wee the deciſion has long been in far 
vour of our own; and I would hope, Sir, that 
the ſtruggle between contending politicians has 
rather been who ſhould excel in wiſdom, and 
by ſuitable repairs, to make it continue ſuch, than 
who ſhould injure and pull it down. The pur- 
poſes of a good and happy Government will be 
oppoſed by none but thieves and madmen; 
but in determining on the beſt means of accom- 
Pliſting thoſe, the brighteſt characters for virtue 
may moſt reſolutely differ. Andi in ſpite of in- 
temperate accuſations, or injurious ſurmiſe, 1 
will not eaſily credit, that in this country, there 
is one Engliſhman to be found, who, 1 in reality, 
is a deliberate foe to her intereſts, who would 
maliciouſly pluck up the wheat, becauſe he ex- 
preſſes a zeal to have the zares removed: but 
the anſwers of contempt and menace, at reaſon- 

able expoſtulations, may in this, as well as in 
other inſtances, exaſperate the mind into a 
temper of dangerous revenge. | 


Open and conciliating addreſs, ſeems therefore, 
on ſuch occaſions, to be the moſt delightful 
policy ! 


C The 


„ 

The ſpeech may be awed, and the freedom 
of the pen manacled, but no chains are as yet 
forged which can impriſon the mind; and as 
the loſs of one faculty is generally obſerved 
to occaſion additional ſtrength in another, ſo 
the imagination itſelf threatens to become load- 
ed, with a ſullen energy of :hinking, and plotting, 
in proportion as her reſources of relief, and 
expreſſion, are cut off! 


But I muſt not appear, Sir, to take advan- 

tage of the indulgence I have aſked, by dwell- 

ing longer on points of ſuch nicety as thoſe 
I have here introduced. 

I have the honor to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
Sir, Lis 7 N 
Tour faithful ſervant, 


EDWARD BARRY. 
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Cun- Street, Reading. ; 
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ERHAPS there are few ſubjects, about 
which, phyſicians, and medical writers 


have fo much diſagreed, as in their conceptions, 


and treatment, of the preſent malady. 


Their controverſies, however, for right infor- 
mation of the nature and effects of it, have in 
ſeveral reſpects, been laudable; for by endea- 
vouring accurately to define ſymptoms, reme- 
dies muſt be determined on, with greater cer- 
C2 | . tainty 3 


r 


> 4 OI 
* 


; 
* 
I 
6 
i 


% NN RE Ea OT oo IT ng Tn ens mg S 0 


. 
tainty; but whenever phyſicians ſhall betray a 
diſpoſition for pedantic wrangles, more than a 


candid enquiry after truth, it is then that they 
deſert the public good, expoſe themſelves to 


cenſure, and their art to ridicule ! 


I am led to theſe remarks by the proud con- 


tentions among them on Hydrophobia, but as 
my preſent deſign is only to ſelect, and bring 
into one ſliort view the moſt approved opinions 


of that diſeaſe, I will not-extend this appen- 


dix, with their diſcordant nn e a be 
ſuch an intention. eO 


To be forewarned is in a great degree to be 


fore · armed; and to give a deſcription of thoſe ap- 


pearances which are ſaid to be the moſt certain 
proofs of madneſs in a dog, may contribute in 


the preſent inſtance to befriend that remaræ-. 


TEL. 51 1 


The great Boerhaave has, with much exact - | 


neſs, given a detail of ſuch ſigns in the follow- 
ing words: „ „ 


4 


4 


„The dog becomes dull, ſolitary, and en- 


deavours to hide himſelf ; he ſeldom barks, but 


makes a kind of murmuring noiſe, at the ſame 


time 


"IM 


E 


time, he refufes all kinds of meat and drink, be 
is enraged at, and flies upon ſtrangers, but in 
this ſtage he femembers, and reſpects his maſ- 
ter; his ears and head hang down, he walks 
nodding as if overpowered with ſleep: this is 
the firſt ſtage, and a bite now, though dange- 
rous; is not ſo bad as afterwards. - After theſe 
ſymptoms, the dog begins to pant; he breathes 
quick and heavy; hangs out his tongue to emit 
a great deal of froth from his mouth, which he 
keeps perpetually open; ſometimes he walks 
ſlowly, as if half aſleep; and then ſuddenly runs, 
but not always directly forward as is pre- 
tended; at length he forgets his maſter his 
eyes look diſpirited, dull, full of tears, and red; 
his tongue is of a lead colour, he is ſuddenly 
extenuated, he grows faint and weak, oft falls 
down, and then riſes up, and attempts to fly at 
every thing, and now grows mad and furious: 
this ſecond ſtage ſeldom continues thirty hours. 
death by that time putting an end to the diſ- 


2» 
2 


eaſe; and a bite received now 1s incurable !” 
It has been further ſaid by writers, that 
healthy dogs, even upon ſmelling one that is 
going mad, will avoid him, and run away with 
horror! This diſeaſe is obſerved to be moſt fre- 
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quent, after long, dry, hot ſeaſons, and among 


ſuch dogs as live upon putrid ſtinking carrion; 
as are confined in bad air, and not ſupplied 
with a ſufficient e ons r and whole. 


144 1. 
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ſome water. 
Dr. James obſerves that this kind of madneſs 
properly belongs to the canine genus, conſiſting 


of three ſpecies, dogs, foxes, 'and wolves, to 


whom only it ſeems inherent and natural, 
ſcarcely ever appearing in any other animals, 
Except it be nn by _ of the RY _ 

The a or dread of water, is an 
affetion moſtly occaſioned by the bite of ſuch 
a mad animal, but is not n to it, nor al- 
ways attendant on it. 38 ; 


1 


Dr. W a this diſorder t to be an 


averſion and horror at liquids, as excitin g a 


painful convulſion of the pharynx, occurring at 
an indetermined period, after the canine virus 
has been received into the habit. The hydro- 
phobia is a nervous diſorder, although it is fol- 


lowed by inflammatory ſymptoms. Dr. Cul- 


len diſtinguiſhes two ſpecies; Hydropliobia ra- 
broſa, where there is a deſire of biting, and 
Hydro- 
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Hydrophobia ſimplex, without a deſire of bi tings 
the material or proximate cauſe ſeems to be in 
the irritation of the nerves, which are the more 
immediate ſeat of this complaint: the ſymp- 
toms appear in ſome, two or three days after 
the bite; more frequently not until after as 
| many weeks, and caſes, it ſeems, are well atteſt- 
ed, in which the poiſon hath laid in a dormant 
ſtate for a whole year; but others deny the 


- —%S 


The celebrated Dr. Mead deſerves to be 
heard at large on this intereſting ſubject, I will 
thererefore quote him in his ' own words: 
the waund, he ſays, from the bite of a mad 
dog, differs not at all from that made by a 
common bite, and is eaſily healed; and it is 
uſually a conſiderable time before any bad con- 
ſequences of it appears. There have been in- 
ſtances where theſe have been deferred to three, 
four, or ſix months; and ſome authors ſay to a: 
year and longer. Galen himſelf ſaw one caſe 
after a year; and I remember one after eleven 
months; but the attack is generally within: 
thirty or forty days, though very often ſooner; 
ſometimes in fifteen or ſixteen days, in young 
n The firſt approaches of the diſtemper 

1 5 generally 
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| generally diſccover themſelves in this manner: 
a pain is felt in the part which was wounded, 
which, by degrees, ſpreads itſelf to the neigh» 
bouring parts; a laſſitude follows, with uneaſi- 
neſs in all the limbs: then the patient grows 
penſive and ſad, with diſturbed and unquiet 
fleeps, complains of faintneſs and lowneſs of 
ſpirits, particularly of an oppreſſion at his 
breaſt; his pulſe intermits, his nerves tremble, 
he has cold ſweats, a great nauſea and ſickneſs 
at ſtomach, and loaths food, and though he has 
an inward heat and thirſt, and deſires to drink, 
yet he ſwallows meat, but eſpecially liquors 
with great difficulty: theſe ſymptoms-inereaſe, 
and the next day, from the great uneaſineſs and 
Pain which he finds in ſwallowing, he conceives 
ſuch an averſion to liquids, that at firſt ſight 
of them he falls into convulſions and-agonies, 
and cannot get the leaſt drop down. Ihe hy- 
drophobia is the ſureſt ſign and mark of this poi- 
fon, by which it is diſtinguiſhed from all other 
diſeaſes, as not being obſerved, at leaſt "Oy 
e in any other cale whatſoever. 


Salt this time a Ge appears, wick a quick 

but low pulſe, without the leaſt fleep ; a hoarſe 
n a gathering of froth in the mouth and 
e 
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ſpitting out of this upon the bye ſtanders; uni- 
oaks convulſions, particularly about- the throat, 

During this tragical ſcene, which always 
_ fatal in about two days, a delirium comes 
on, ſometimes with moſt terrible ſymptoms of 
rage and fury, and attempts of doing all poſſi- 
ble miſchief, even to the moſt beloved friends 
and relations; ; but more commonly without 
any furor, it is of the melancholy kind, and 
the wretch religns to death, bids thoſe about 
him take care of themſelves Jeſt he ſhould .do 
tem a miſchief; and begs that they would 
trouble him no more; his breath growing 
ſhorter and ſhorter, .he expires in convulſive 
fits.” The Hydrophobia, the Doctor proceeds 
to obſerve, is no part of this delirium, for the 
patients being feveriſh and thirſty do always de- 
ſire to drink, ſo long as they can ſwallow it; at 
laſt they find that they can neither eat nor drink, 
and he ſays that the reaſon is this: that this 
fever is of the nervous or ſpaſmodic kind ; all 
the nerves are drawn.into Cramps, particularly | 
the muſcles employed in deglutition are con- 
vulſed, their action is loſt, and it is impoſſible to 
get any thing down, and therefore to aſk one 
in this condition to drink, is to deſire him to 


choak himſelf, and for this reaſon he dreads the 
= ..-- + mt 


cry 


fs tit of water, for which reafon, the Doctor i is 
of opinion that this diſeaſe ſhould have been 
called Aurxararooi, a difficulty i m fallow: | 


ing, rather than Hydrophobia. 


After metitloning feveral 1 of this difcaſe, | 
the Doctor obſerves, that it is time to come to 
the cure, or rather the means of preventing the 
effects of this terrible poiſon, for all authors | 
agree, that after the appearance of the Hydro- 
Phobia, the caſe is almoſt deſperate; and the 
firſt care he obſerves to be taken, is of the 
wounded part; the ancient phyſicians, who 
are followed in this by the moderns, adviſe, 
where the place wilt admit of it, to enlarge the 
wound by inciſion, to apply a cupping glaſs, 
or to burn it with a hot iron; but Doctor 
Mead thinks that all this ſeverity is needleſs, 
the defign of which is to draw out the-poiſon, 


but ſurely, as he remarks, that muſt: have taken 


place before applications of this kind can be 
made: and here I would wiſh to propoſe a 
queſtion analagons to this reaſoning. Would 
inciſion, or the actual cautery, prevent the ap- 
pearance of the ſmall pox after the matter had | 
been once : proper] y inſerted ? | Re 


Dr. 
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Dr. Mead, however, ſo far agrees to the pro- 
priety of having a continued drain from the 
part, as to dels it with a mercurial digeſtive: 
he obſerves that the ſureſt remedies againſt this 
venom have been ſuch as provoke ; a great dif- 
charge by urine, and for this purpoſe he men- 
tions a medicine with which he ſays that during 
the practice of thirty years, he has ufed a thou- 
ſand. times, and has never known it to fail 
of ſucceſs, where it has been followed before 
hydrophobia began, and he fays, © 1 have often 
wiſhed that I knew ſo certain a remedy i in other 
diſeaſes”: he firſt of all adviſes to be blooded at 
the arm, nine or ten ounces, and then the remedy 
is the following: © take of the herb aſh colour- 
ed ground liver-wort, cleaned, dried and pow- 
dered, half an ounce; of black. pepper powder- 
ed, two drachms: mix theſe well together, and 
divide the powder into four doſes, one of which 
muſt be taken every morning faſting, for four 
mornings ſucceſſively, in half a pint of cows 
milk warm; after theſe four doſes are taken, 
the patient muſt go into the cold bath, or a 
cold ſpring, or river, every morning faſting for 
a month ; he muſt.be dipped all over, but not 
ſtay in with his head above water, longer than 


half a minute, if the water be very cold ; after 
292 this 
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this he mi 80 in three times a AN for: a fort- 
night longer. Dr. Mead remarks that the 
5 effects of bathing i in this malady, i is by the 
preſſure of the water upon the furface of the 
body, and. the conſtriction the cold makes on 


the fibres « of the ſkin, and the {mall tubes, which 


produce the good offe -&. The diſtention of the 
veſſels by the fermenting humours is thereby 
repreſſed, and a flux of urine promoted far ſo 
many days, that all danger of the nervous fever, 
the conſequent of the inſtilled poiſon, is quite 
over: and if, it ſhould be. thought. that Galt 
water, being heavier than freſh, will preſs'r more, 
this 8 in two or three . only, 


de obſerves, can be but of ſmall manent, and 


is abundantly compenſated by the greater cold- 
neſs of ſprings, than is felt in the ſea. As to all 


the other ways of curing the hydrophobia, he 


confeſſes he has not been ſucceſsful in any he 
has tried, either by various kinds of anfiſpaſ- 
modic medicines, nor even the famous Indian 
one; all has been vain, he ſays, becauſe too 


late. Thus much have I thought it my duty, on 


a ſubject of this importance, to extract from the 
writings of a phyſician of ſuch ability, and of 
ſuch acknowledged eminence, as the late Dr. 
pachard Mead. 


I will 
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Ti now go on to ſtate che opinions of the 
preſent day —With reſpect to the hiſtory, or a 
deſcription of the ſymptoms of this diſeaſe, the 
modern writers do not appear to have offered any 
thing that ſeems either new or inſtructive: In the 
remedies, however, they moſt certainly have: 
They are of opinion that this diſorder is primarily 
and principally nervous, and that the infection 
may be communicated in the fame way that 
the ſmall pox is by inoculation ; and it is ob- 
fervable, that when the ſmall pox is inocu- 
lated, if no inflammation appears about the | 
punEture, or till after inflammation appears, 
there is no ſmall pox ever comes forth, ſo the 
ſame may be noticed in the bite of a mad dog, 


though the wound readily heals ſometimes, yet 


it conſtantly breaks out afreſh, and inflames 
before any of the terrible ſymptoms appear. 


Difſſections, although they are better under- - 
ſtood than formerly, yet do not impart any 
uſeful knowledge on the ſubjet——Agree- 
able to the nature of the immediate cauſe; 
the cure is effected only by ſuch means as de- 
ſtroy nervous, or ſpaſmodic irritation ; or as is 
ſuppoſed by ſome, by a ſpecific property, de- 


ſtroying the peculiar acrimony which cauſes 


the , 


: (M4 

the complaint. Of the firſt, opium is only 
to be depended on; and of the ſecond, mer- 
cury, in ſuch portion as to excite a ptyaliſm. 
Muſk likewiſe, in large deſes, is recommended 
every ſix or eight hours. A late foreign writer 
ſays, that if vinegar is given toa pint a day, 
divided into three doſes, one in the morning, 


another at noon, and the third at night, it 


effects a cure. 1 Loves; 

Dr. Vaughan bc the actual cautery to 
be applied after the bite, as ſoon as poſſible, or 
rather a dilatation of the wound, if ſmall, and 
filling it with gunpowder, then ſetting fire toit; 
this de ſuppoſes would produce a laceration of 
the part, would ſecure a free and continued dif- 
charge for ſome time, and he thinks, that the 
Es of the ignited gunpowder upon the poi-' 
ſon, may have its uſe. There is alſo another 
medicine, which 1s extolled by many, as an in- 
fallible remedy for preventing the effects of the 
bite of a mad dog: it is called © the famous: 
Eaſt India Specific,” and is made thus: « take 
native and factitious cinnabar, of each twenty- 
four grains; muſk, ſixteen grains; let theſe be 


made into a fine powder, and taken i in a glaſs 


of arrack or brandy.“ This ſingle doſe is faid 
” ae 


* 
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to ſecute the perſon for 55 da at the end 
of which time it muſt be repeated; but if be 
has any ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, it muſt be 
repeated in three hours. The Ormfkirk medi- 
cine is ſuppoſed to conſiſt chiefly of cinnabar ; 35 
and though many have cried it up as infallible, 
yet it might n not be ſafe to truſt to that alone. 


Perhaps, Fr the author of the Medical 
Dictionary, the following may be purſued as 
the moſt probable means of relief that the pre- 
ſent art directs: Avoid ſea and cold bathing ; 4 
keep the wound open by a pea, and ſprinkle 
cantharides into it every ſecond or third day; 3, 
rub in ſtrong mercurial ointment, fo as to raiſe 
a gentle ſalivation, and particularly rub the 
throat with it; if ſpaſmodic ſymptoms appear, 
give opiates, with antimonials, to excite per- 
ſpiration; opiate glyſters ſhould be frequently 
thrown into the rectum; the warm bath, if the. 
patient does. not object, generally palliates. 
But perhaps, ſays he, the beſt mode 'for pre: 
venting the miſchief from taking place, is to 
let, the part, immediately on the bite being 
given, be ſucked well for ſome little while, 
then let the portion of fleſh be cut out, larger 


and deeper than the. wound given by the dog; 
that 
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that filled with mercurial ointment, and the 


whole ſurrounded with bliſtering ointment; | 
then proceed to give mercury internally, with 
antiſpaſmodic. medicines. | Theſe means, adds 4 
he, appear the moſt effectual, and would, if 


obſerved, moſt likely be conſtantly ſucceſsful. 
Oil has alſo of late been recommended, thrown 


into the habit by means of external friction all 
over the body, into the inteſtines, by way of 
glyſters, and given by the mouth, when pa- 
tients can be prevailed on to conform to the 
mode; and this is ſaid to have been ſucceſsful 


in a caſe of hydrophobia. It is, however, 


greatly doubted by fome praftitioners, but it 


is ſo ſimple an experiment, that as it can do 
no harm, i in co-operation with other aids, ĩt n may. * 


do good. Such then are the principal medi- 
cines propoſed for preventing the terrible effebts 
of the bite of a mad dog: to truſt to any one 


* 


of them might be unſafe, but by a judicious” © 
combination of their different powers, there is 


great reaſon to hope for ſucceſs. | But I cannot 


conchude on the ſubje& of Hydrophobia with- 
out making mention of two reports of, this 
malady, which I lately ſaw by accident in the 
daily prints, and as they appeared to me to be 


extremely intereſting, I took a copy of them ; 
and 
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and ſhould not make good my profeſſions of 
bringing into this appendix, the beſt opinions 
and remedies on the ſubject in queſtion, unleſs - 
I gave, what I intend 5 to . 
literal tranſcript of each. 


— to be 4 20 the bite of m mad ani. 
mats, and the Mpeg by the French 
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„Let d He a. eee e | 
< be firſt bathed with luke- warm water to take 
* off the ſlaver, ng | 


2 120 the wok fleſh be Sim cut | 
out with a ſharp inſtrument, or cauterized 
« with a hot iron, or with ſpirit of nitre or vi- 
< trio, commonly known by the name of _ 
<« fortis, and oil of vitrio t. 


Let no falſe pity intimidate or ſtop the 
* operator ; let him conſider, that he is ſaving 
« the patient from a.- dreadful malady, and a - 
5 certain death. 22 


. | « Sup- 
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* Suppuration- will be accelerated, and the 
«, pain alleviated, by filling: and covering the 
wound with a cataplaſm of bread and milk, 


* applied luke warm, and xenereed I four 
cc hours. | 8 n 


15 Let the n parts be then rubbed 
« with ſtrong mercurial ointment, in proportion 
« to the ſtrength. of the patient, and the great 
u neſs of the danger. If the danger, be! immi- 
„nent and the bites numerous, ſalivation muſt 
\« be excited as quickly as poſſible.— Half an 
% gunce, an ounce, and even more, of! mercurial 
* ointment, containing one third of mercury, 
« may be employed. This vigorous method 
has been known to recover perſons in whom wr | 
the malady had already appeared. It i is alſo i 
© neceſſary in this extremity, to cut away, 4 
« burn, or cauterize, the fleſh around the wound,  ®B 
«even although it ſhould appear to be healing =—_ 
up. It is certain that the wound opens when 
„the hydrophobia makes its appearance.“ 
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By Beli the 2 cure Gb the bit bat of a Cs 
Ws directed by a medical gentleman when the ſalt 
1 and "or medicines Auger will gblge, 
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FF rattan rung. 
09 « The he paſſagesof 10 the ons Doi quite 5 
" « ped up, I cauſed. his neck, throat, breaſt, and 
« abdomen, to be embrocated-with. ſtrong mec | 
4 curial ointment, and after rubbing in an 
« ounce and ſix drachms, a nauſea came on, and ö 
4a violent ſtruggle enſued, and he began to 
58 66 vomit, but was rendered o weak that he 
E could not diſcharge the glutinous. matter that 
3» * lodged in the throat, and he was almoſt ex- 
& piring; however, with great difficulty, he ex- 
e pectorated ĩ it, and inſtantly recqgercd, where- 
c upon I gave him of native and factitious ein- 


N 3 nabar twelve grains each, opium four grains, 
"0 camphire eight grains, muſk twelve grains, in 


« a wine glaſs of ſack and brandy ; before he 
« had drank three fourths of it, the paſſages of 
the throat cloſed up again, and the remainder 
< bulged out of his mouth: however what he 
had taken calmed his inquietude, brought on 
1 profuſe ſweat, and he flept eight hours, 
( awaked 
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that filled with mercurial ointment, and the 
whole ſurrounded with bliſtering * ointment; 
then proceed to give mercury internally, with 
antiſpaſmodic. medicines. Theſe means, adds 
he, appear the moſt effectual, and would, if 
obſerved, moſt likely be conſtantly ſucceſsful. 
Oil has alſo of late been.recommended, thrown 
into the habit by means of external friction all 
over the body, into the inteſtines, by way of 
glyſters, and given by the mouth, when pa- 
tients can be prevailed on to conform to the 
mode; and this is ſaid to have been ſucceſsful. 
in a caſe of hydrophobia. It is, however, 
greatly doubted by fome prastitioners, but it 
is ſo ſimple an experiment, that as it can do 
no harm, i in co-operation with other aids, it n may. * 
do good. Such then are the principal medi- 
eines propoſed for preventing the terrible effebts 

of the bite of a mad dog: to truſt to any an- 85 
of them might be unſafe, but by a judicious” © 
combination of their different powers, there is 
great reaſon to hope for ſucceſs. | But I cannot 
conchude on the ſubject of Hydrophobia with- 
out making mention of two reports of, this 
malady, which I lately ſaw by accident in the 
daily prints, and as they appeared to me to be 


extremely intereſting, I took a copy of them ; 
and 
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and ſhould not make good my proſeſfom of 


bringing into this appendix, the beſt opinions 
and remedies on the ſubject in queſtion, unteſs ' 
I gave, what I intend W e 
literal * of each. 


— ts be taken ogainf the bite of mat. an. 
mats, and the hydrop hobia, ordered by the French 
Cnroention to Are 


GA C5 — 


_ © Let the wound and the i rub parts i 
= © be firſt bathed with luke-warm water * as . 
= © off the ſlaver, as: WM n F 


2 Let the ons geld be then A cut 
* out with a ſharp inftrument, or cauterized 
« with a hot iron, or with ſpirit of nitre or vi- 
< triot, commonly known we the name of RO 
< fortis, and oil of vitriol. Wee 


L-«—̃t no falſe pity intimidate or ſtop the 

1 * operator ; let him conſider, that he is ſaving 
W © the patient from a dreadful malady, and a - 
« certain death. . 


= ” « Sup- 


634) 

To Suppuration will be accelerated, and the 
u, pain alleviated, by filling: and covering the 
«:wound-with-a cataplaſm of bread and milk, 


* applied luke warm, and rene every four 
cc hours. ; „ s ow 


« Let the ſurrounding parts be then rubbed 

« with ſtrong mercurial ointment, in proportion 
« to the ſtrength. of the patient, and the. great- 
* neſs of the danger. If the danger, be 3 immi- 
nent and the bites numerous, ſalivation muſt 
« be excited as quickly as polſible.— Half an 
* ounce, an ounce, and even more, of mercurial 
« ointment, containing one third of mercury, 
« may be employed. This wigorous method 
has been known. to recover perſons. in whom 
e the malady had already appeared. It i is alſo 
« neceſlary in this extremity, to cut away, 


x * 
72 
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© even although it ſhould appear to Fo healing 
up. It is certain that the wound opens when 
he bydrophobia makes its appearance.” 5 


n 


« 


3) 


37 lu the 2 cure far the bite s a 3 
Aq, directed by a medical gentleman when the-ſalt 
waters, and * medicines ee, will oblige | 


Acton owt kin atm #4; 75 en 
3 are „ Failaxrnner er. 5 
Je « The ro of the throat nn quite all” 
2 « ped up, I cauſed. his neck; throat, breaſt, and 
« abdomen, to be embrocated with ſtrong m 
« curial ointment, and after rubbing in an 
« ounce andi ſix drachms, a nauſea came on, and 
A violent, ſtruggle enſued, and he began to 


5 vomit, but was rendered ry weak that he 


Wy « * could not diſcharge the glutinous. matter that 
Dt. * lodged i in the throat, and he was almoſt ex- 
4 piring; however, with great difficulty, 1 he ex- 
"« pectorated } it, and inſtantly rec d, where- 
« upon I gave him of native and factitious cin- 


: „ nabar twelve grains each, opium four grains, 
— camphire eight grains, muſk twelve grains, in 


« a wine glaſs of ſack and: brandy ; before he 
had drank three-fourths of it, the paſſages of 
the throat cloſed up again, and the remainder 
„ bulged out of his mouth: however what he 
had taken calmed his inquietude, brought on 
« a profuſe ** and he flept eight hours, 

s awaked 


1 
% awaked much e the pulſe ſtron ger 
and quicker, but the paſſages of the throat 
4 4 ſill remained cloſed, whereupon 1 repeated 
my former treatment, which wrought well, 
« for after rubbin gan ounce and two drachms 
« of the ſame ointment, he began to vomit, and 
e parted with more than a pint of the poiſonous 
„ matter that had ſettled about the præcordia 
„on part of the heart, when inftantly I fe- 
f peated the medicine a ſecond time, which he 
« fwallowed, and it had the deſired: effect, for in 
« Jeſs than an hour he fell into 4 calm and 
« ſound ſleep, ſweated profuſely, and in this 
« fituation he remained 16 Hours, and when he 
« awoke the ſymptoms were greatly abated, the 
* paſſages of the throat open, but extremely 
* fore, and he was very thirſty. I ordered it to 
« rubbed with ſweet, fallad oil, well campho- 
« rated, and laid on the back 4 mucilage 
« plaſter ; and to quench his thirſt and pre- 
« ſerve a diaphoreſis, directed him to drink as 
* much as he could of barley water, with nitre 
and hartſhorn drops. The next night he ſlept 
„ well, and all ſymptoms of madneſs diſap- 
peared; the medicine was continued, in leſs 
« quantity, for twelve days, when the gentle- 
35 man was quite well.“ 


P. S 


* 


1 . 


2 g 14 1 
AS 


1 


4 


Q 


to preſs, I Was informed by a mou 


gentleman, that there is a perſon in 
ſhire, who bas [ſucceeded in out a ſpe- 
cific that may be relied on for the bite of a 

mad dog, but I am not at Hberty to maks At 
reference I cou] 
on ſo happy a diſcovery; I cannot forbear, 
however, to give: the intihatiort,; together with 
my moſt ardent prayers, that fich tidings may 
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wiſh for further fatlsfaction 


P. S. Juſt as the above manuſcript was going 
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